Cairo, September 2, 2014

Important & Urgent Statement

An invitation to participate and sign for detainees release in Sudan
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The Arab Coalition for Sudan (ACS) and the Arab Network for Media

Crisis (ANMC), expresses their deep concern about the fate of a number of

detainees arrested for political reasons, several numbers of innocent civilians,
under the pretext of their being members of the armed movements, have

been arrested after each military operation between the government's army

and the armed movements in Darfur, South Kordofan and the Blue Nile.
Similar campaigns have been waged by the National Intelligence and

Security Services (NISS) in a number of Sudan's states, particularly, the

state of Khartoum. Some of the detainees were referred to the judiciary on
charges punishable by death, whilst some are still under detention without

trials. Among those arrested: politicians, journalists, students and human
rights activists from various civil society organizations. Detainees included

some women. And as a result of physical and psychological cruel torture, the
health conditions of some detainees had deteriorated, leaving them in need

of health care; whilst their relatives were not even able to visit them to
reassure about their health conditions.

ACS and ANMC condemn these arbitrary arrests and systematic

torture practiced by NISS, call on to stop the arbitrary arrests and reject the
vicious attacks by NISS on rights and freedoms, especially the freedom of

opinion and expression. They also call on the authorities to stop these
campaigns which undermine the comprehensive dialogue called for by the
President, in addition to the violation of those campaigns of Sudan's current

constitution, which identified the role of the NISS in collection of information,
analyzing and submitting it to the concerned authorities, not to mention that

such campaigns are blatant violation of human rights conventions and
international covenants ratified by the Sudanese state.
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Accordingly, ACS and ANMC declare the launch of an extensive

campaign under the slogan "Freedom is a right, not a gift" for gathering of
signatures, in order to release all those detained for political reasons

promptly, or bring them before fair trials, that takes into account the periods
of time, they already spent under detention.

The ACS & ANMC call on all human rights defenders, local and

international organizations, as well as Sudanese people, inside Sudan and

abroad, to put pressure on the Sudan's regime for the release of those

detained for political reasons, and to ensure commitment to human rights
and freedoms, particularly, the freedom of opinion and expression.
Signatories:
1. Arab Program for Human Rights Activists (APHRA)

For your signature please e-mail:
General Coordinator of the ACS
wadah@acsudan.org
Media Officer

suliman@acsudan.org

